
December - 2016    paynesvillebowls.com.au 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwicqKDquNLQAhVGXrwKHQmiB9oQjRwIBw&url=http://transparent-anime.tumblr.com/post/69731470526/some-of-you-have-been-asking-for-the-santa-hat-and&psig=AFQjCNGwv4G6JTI5zL4-PA5dyWyrNhujqA&ust=1480662754233341
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwixh56HudLQAhWMvrwKHXHHAnMQjRwIBw&url=http://gallery.yopriceville.com/Free-Clipart-Pictures/Christmas-PNG/Transparent_Red_Santa_Hat_Picture&psig=AFQjCNHl_FSjk4c4SBuRUpTSRVsgGwKJtg&ust=1480662841516425
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjRrpvoudLQAhWLE7wKHXSxAM0QjRwIBw&url=http://transparent-anime.tumblr.com/post/69731470526/some-of-you-have-been-asking-for-the-santa-hat-and&psig=AFQjCNGwv4G6JTI5zL4-PA5dyWyrNhujqA&ust=1480662754233341
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiCnqmIvNLQAhWJv7wKHVIZAIQQjRwIBw&url=http://transparent-anime.tumblr.com/post/69731470526/some-of-you-have-been-asking-for-the-santa-hat-and&psig=AFQjCNGwv4G6JTI5zL4-PA5dyWyrNhujqA&ust=1480662754233341
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjgyZzXutLQAhWGTLwKHTsGAP0QjRwIBw&url=http://gallery.yopriceville.com/Free-Clipart-Pictures/Christmas-PNG/Transparent_Santa_Hat_with_Mistletoe_PNG_Picture&psig=AFQjCNGwv4G6JTI5zL4-PA5dyWyrNhujqA&ust=1480662754233341


       

 

Merry Christmas & a Great New Year to all our Social bowlers from 
Social Match Committee ...  thankyou for your regular support 
throughout the year... see you in 2017 !! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
What’s wrong with a pair of  
‘budgie smugglers’ n’ a pair of thongs.??! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
I don’t know if any of you signed the petition Tim Bull tabled in 
Parliament earlier this year relating to the banning of children singing  
Christmas Carols in government schools.... the great news from Tim is:   
“After 12 months of strong lobbying by you as community members and 
the Liberal/Nationals Coalition, I am pleased to advise the decision has 
been overturned.”  .......Common sense at last...Good job Tim!  

 

 

 

 

“Christmas is a race to   
 see who gives out first...,  
 you, or your money !” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A BIG WELCOME TO 

NEW MEMBERS: 

Aaron Cameron (full member) and 
Larni Karehana-Karuarua (social) 
and Candice and Michael Trevor (full 
members)....  

 
“I wish you a ‘White Christmas’... 

but if your white wine runs out...drink 
the red!....  

 

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE    
 

Dear Members,  
I wish to extend my thanks to all connected with the club for their 

hard work and commitment brought to the club during 2016. 
Most of all though,  I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the 

helpers at every level, whether regular or once in a while, whether 
for just an hour, or a day.  You are a credit to the club and 

community and we are enormously thankful for your efforts. 
 

The Club continues to prosper with 195 financial members as at last 
count. 

The new year looks to be busy with various projects being 
considered which would enhance the facilities for all concerned. 

 
On behalf of the Management Committee I wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas with family and friends and a safe and prosperous 2017. 

 
..... Peter Beesley, Chairman 

 

“Anyone who believes 
that men are the equal 
of women has never 
seen a man trying to 
wrap a Christmas 
present .....” 
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LADIES’ PAIRS CHAMPIONSHIP 

 
 

 
 
      

L to R:  Winners:  Jo Martin & Val Hardy 

Having been washed out previously, the day of the final of the Ladies’ 
Pairs couldn’t have been better if we’d ordered it  straight  from ‘upstairs’ 
......  and what a great and entertaining game it was  between the two 
contending teams of:   Jo Martin & Val Hardy vs Shirley Etherton & 
Mavis Bromfield - all  very experienced and good draw bowlers - with   
Shirley and Mavis having won this event on several occasions in the 
past.   On a few ends, I don’t think I’ve seen better play up into the head 
for a long while. What one opponent did, the other put down one better.   
So well done ladies and congratulations to Jo and Val who managed to 
draw ahead about halfway and maintain their lead to the finish, despite 
the best efforts of Shirley and Mavis this time around.  It was good too to 

see a great and appreciative group of spectators there on the day. 

Gerald: “Have you ever come across a man who, at the 
slightest touch, caused you to thrill and tremble in every fibre 
of your being?” Mabel: “Yes, the dentist.....” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L to R:  Runners-up: 
Shirley Etherton & Mavis 
Bromfield 

 
 

 
Fudge not worth a crack..... While perusing the Christmas specials at 
the supermarket Bill was taken by surprise by one of the labels ..It read:  
“Gardiners Ass Fudge.”  “It’s probably the last thing I would want at 
Christmas...bit of a bummer really,” he said.  “I’d rather put it behind me 
and I don’t want to be the butt of any jokes, but I hope to get to the 
bottom of it!” 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

“ Families are like 
fudge...mostly sweet, with 
a few nuts. “ 

*  A funny business sign outside 
a bakery in Eden:  “It’s a 
crumby job, but we knead the 
dough.” 

* A window cleaner who calls 
himself ... a  ‘transparent wall 
maintenance technician” ......  

* and I got a bit of a shock when 
I read this bumper sign on a 
small van parked  in front of me 
the other day.... “Caution, 
blind man at the wheel”.... i.e. 
until I got out of the car and 
read on the side of the van 
“Country Curtains”...! 

   
Why Men Wear Earrings ... Did you ever wonder why earrings 

became so popular with men?  A man is at work one day when he 
notices his co-worker is wearing an earring.    The man knows his co-
worker to be a normally conservative fellow and is curious about his 
sudden change in "fashion sense."   The man walks up to him and says,  
"I didn't know you were into earrings."   "Don't make such a big deal, it's 
only an earring," he replies sheepishly. His friend falls silent for a few 
minutes, but then his curiosity prods him to ask, "So, how long have you 
been wearing one?"  .."Ever since my wife found it in my truck."    
(.........I always wondered how this trend got started -   now I  know!) 

 

 

           The Four Stages of Life: 

1.  You believe in Santa Claus 
2.  You don’t believe in Santa Claus 
3.  You are Santa Claus... 
4.  You look like Santa Claus.  

 

“Will I get a 
discount if I don’t 
need the top ??” 
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Christmas Is Coming – A Turkey’s Tale 

When I was a young turkey, new to the coop, 
My big brother Mike took me out on the stoop, 
Then he sat me down, and he spoke real slow, 

And he told me there was something that I had to know; 
 

His look and his tone I will always remember, 
When he told me of the horrors of..... Black November; 

"Come about August, now listen to me, 
Each day you'll get six meals instead of just three, 

 
"And soon you'll be thick, where once you were thin, 
And you'll grow a big rubbery thing under your chin; 

"And then one morning, when you're warm in your bed, 
In'll burst the farmer's wife, and hack off your head; 

 
"Then she'll pluck out your feathers so you're bald 'n pink, 
And scoop out your insides and leave ya lyin' in the sink; 

"And then comes the worst part" he said - not bluffing, 
"She'll spread out your cheeks and pack em with stuffing". 

 
Well, the rest of his words were too grim to repeat, 

I sat on the stoop like a winged piece of meat, 
And decided on the spot that to avoid being cooked, 

I'd have to lay low and remain overlooked; 
 

I began a new diet of nuts and granola, 
High roughage salads, juice and diet cola; 

And as they ate pastries, chocolates and crepes, 
I stayed in my room doing Jane Fonda tapes; 

 
I maintained my weight of two pounds and a half, 

And tried not to notice when the bigger birds laughed; 
But 'twas I who was laughing, under my breath, 

As they chomped and they chewed, ever closer to death; 
 

And sure enough when Black November rolled around, 
I was the last turkey left in the entire compound; 

So now I'm a pet in the farmer's wife's lap; 
I haven't a worry, so I eat and I nap; 

 
She held me today, while sewing and humming, 

And smiled at me and said ...."Christmas is coming..." 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The cartoon opposite might seem funny .... but that 
was me when I was first married ...and unfortunately  
before the ‘godsend’ of good old BBQ Chooks!   
Certainly no ‘domestic goddess’.... I thought I’d better 
get into the Christmas spirit and demonstrate to Jerry 
my  culinary expertise... or rather, my total lack of it.   I  
made the mistake of buying one grossly oversized bird 
(not quite as big as the one in the cartoon thank God!) 
without even thinking if it would fit in our small oven... 
or  even if I had  a big enough tray to put it in ...in fact, 
if I had a tray at all!. The upshot was that it had to be 
butchered  within an inch of its dead life with the help of a hacksaw from 
his shed  and my only very blunt kitchen knife. One piece fed us on the 
day and I can’t remember what happened to the rest as we only had a 
small fridge! ...probably the dog got it!....I think the turkey had the last 
laugh though....the day  turned out to be a stinker...about 38

o  
and 

rising... a typical Sydney Christmas.... not a Merry Christmas at all .... 
but certainly a memorable one as we, along with the good old turkey,  
began to “cook” medium rare!    Oh the joys of Christmas in Australia! 
...and the worst part I learned afterwards was all those dishes!....and 
trying to fit all the leftovers back in the fridge ..... from that day I never 
cooked another turkey.!    In good Aussie spirit however I soon learned 
over the years the best way to  ease one’s Christmas pain.... or any 
other pain for that matter        

A  man was driving his car in 
strange territory and finished 
up in a winding lane with high 
hedges.  Suddenly a limo 
swung around the corner on 
the wrong side of the road 
and the woman driving 
leaned out the window and 
screamed ...”Pig!” Although 
alarmed, the visitor 
swerved across the road to avoid a collision, then looked back and 
shouted ..”Cow!”  then he drove back to his side of the road, rounded 
the corner and crashed into the biggest pig he’d even seen!.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Honesty ...Yup, some people can’t handle the truth!  My 
Favourite Animal ...... Johnny: Our teacher asked what my favorite 
animal was, and I said, "Fried chicken."    She said I wasn't funny, but 
she couldn't have been right, because everyone else laughed.    My 
parents told me to always tell the truth. I did. Fried chicken is my 
favourite animal.  I told my dad what happened and he said my teacher 
was probably a member of PETA. He said they love animals very much.   

I do, too. Especially chicken, pork and beef.   
Anyway, my teacher sent me to the principal's 
office.    I told him what happened, and he laughed, 
too. Then he told me not to do it again.   The next 
day in class my teacher asked me what my 
favourite live animal was.   I told her it was 
chicken. She asked me why, so I told her it was 
because you could make them into fried chicken.   
She sent me back to the principal's office.    He 
laughed, and told me not to do it again.   I don't 
understand. My parents taught me to be 

honest, but my teacher doesn’t like it when I am.   
Today, my teacher asked me to tell her what 

famous military person I admired most.   I told 
her, "Colonel Sanders."                         

 ...Guess where I am now..??? 

KNOW YOUR RULES......  quite 

a few bowlers have been observed using either their cloth, their 
bowls’ lifter or bowling arm to indicate the shot bowl,  or the 
hand they want their players to come on.....please note this is 
against the rules.  You should only ever indicate with your 
hand ok.......Refer Law 34 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!  
Hall...eeeee-
eeee.......luuuuuuuuu... 
                .........jaaaaah!” 
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Supposedly the season of ‘Good Will to All Men’... we 
only have to read the news to know that this is not 
always the case these days.   Our pets could teach us a 
lot ....particularly the unconditional love and support they 
give to we humans as well as their fellow canines, viz:   . 
“A dog’s guide to empathy:  If only all humans were 
as compassionate as the two cocker spaniels 
adopted by Jock ......“I noticed they developed a habit 
of one grabbing the other by the ear and walking beside 
the other around the yard,” he said.  “Then you’d see the 
opposite - the other dog would take the first dog’s ear.  I 
finally found out that Pam was blind, and Paddy was 
leading her around the  yard by the ear, and vice versa.  It really got to 
my emotions.”  (Sun Herald) .... if only we could all be a little bit more 
like  Pam and Paddy ...... 

“No one is useless in this world who lightens the burden of others”          
....Charles Dickens 

 

A koala story... we all love our Raymond Island 
koalas.....now back when we were living over on  
Newlands Arm, we had a surprise visitor one 
night....a lone male koala searching for a mate.... 
probably ‘jumped ship’ from the Island... He  hung around for a week or 
so, bellowing in the gum trees on our block then disappeared, never to 
be seen again and  I reckon he just kept walking looking for a Koal-

‘her’...  then I read in the paper the other day: “Koala 
Seen in Snowies... a koala strolling down a Snowy 
Mountains road is believed to be the first sighted in 
the area in 70 years.  The healthy-looking male was 
seen crossing a road in Kosciuszko National Park 
last month before scampering up a eucalyptus 
tree....in a revegetated area where almost 80,000 
koala-friendly trees have been planted on the former 
farm.” ....so if you spot him on the road on the way to 
Canberra... let me know OK...or be kind....just give 
him a lift ! 

Teacher:  “Little Johnny, can you tell me the name of three great kings 
who have brought happiness and peace into people's lives?   Little 
Johnny answered:  Smo-King, Drin-King and Bon-King!”  

What a Boy wants for Christmas:   David remembers accompanying 
his father out shopping in the toy department of Myers one Christmas 
Eve.  Dad said, “What a marvellous train set.  I’ll buy it.”  The girl behind 
the counter looked pleased and murmured, ‘Great, I’m sure your son will 
really love it.”  Dad replied with a glint in his eye, ‘Maybe you’re right....  
In that case, I’ll take two.’ 

MEN’S 

DECEMBER 

SPECIAL 

MONTHLY 

TRIPLES 

Good to see two full 
greens of bowlers,  
particularly this close to 
Christmas,  playing in what were  ideal weather conditions on 
the day.   This was the last of the Men’s Special Triples for 
2016, and sponsored this time around by one of our major 
sponsors,  LJ Hooker Paynesville.  Our sincere  thanks go to 
Alan Rumble for his continued support of the Club and for 
coming along to make the final presentations.  The results are 
as follows: 

1
st 

:  K.Brandhoj, B.Roberts, J.Kool: 3 wins +21 shots 
2

nd
: F.Bromfield, R.Unthank, K.Lumley: 3 wins, + 15 shots 

3
rd

: I Thompson, A.Farrell, J.Martin: 3 wins, + 8 shots 
Best 1

st
 game: B.Cornwall’s team: +18 shots 

Best 2
nd

 Game: C.Burns’ team: + 12 shots 
Best 3

rd
 Game: D.Young’s team: + 15 shots 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Candy with the Little Hole  ..... This 

 should make you smile. You have to love little 
kids.....The  company that makes the candy was testing 
possible new flavours.   The  group of children chosen 
to do the test easily identified certain flavours by their 
colour i.e. Red was Cherry,  Yellow = Lemon, Green = 
Lime  and Orange = Orange etc    Finally the teacher 
gave them all HONEY  lifesavers, but surprisingly, none 
of the children could identify the taste.  The  tester 
decided to give them all a clue...”It’s sweet and it’s 

something we all like to eat” - but no right answers. The tester gave 
another clue....”It's what your mother sometimes calls your Dad at 
home.'   One little girl suddenly looked up in horror, spat her lifesaver 
out and yelled,  .....'YUCK!!!!   They're   #**holes! 

“Nothing’s as mean as giving a child something useful for 
Christmas ......” 
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CHRISTMAS DINNER 
DANCE 

What a great night the dinner 
dance was with a good 
crowd of  members and 
friends  coming along keen to 
kick up their heels a bit  with 
popular duo ‘Encore’ -  as 
well as  enjoying a great  ‘Christmas’ meal courtesy of our 
ladies’ amazing catering crew...and  top marks for the table 
decorations Trish’n’Liz - you excelled yourselves again!.   
We do hope you all had a great night and many thanks to 
all who came along, to those who provided goodies for all 
those wonderful  hampers,  to those who helped make the 
night  a success....and an even bigger pat-on-the-back to  
the cleaner-uperers!! 

Santa is a Line Dancer 
I went to the club late on Christmas Eve,  
There was a party like you wouldn't believe; 

The beer was flowin', the place was loud, 
A man could get lost just workin' the crowd; 

I was on my second round and what did I see? 
An old man with a beard was smiling at me; 
He wore a red coat and he drove a sleigh; 
Man, could that stranger slip and sway! 

Santa is a line dancer, burnin' up the floor, 
He's ringin' those bells, and he's ready to roar; 
Santa is a line dancer, and he's got the beat, 
Better make way for those magic feet. 

I thought I was crazy, couldn't 
believe my eyes, 
It's the Miller talkin', then I realized 
Santa himself was out on the town, 
Kickin' up his heels before he made 
his rounds; 

He was a hit with the women under 
the mistletoe, 
They sat on his lap, now wouldn't 
you know; 
He took down their number, wouldn't 
you bet; 
This was a Christmas they'd never 
forget. 

I watched him take off in his turbo 
sleigh, 
It had bucket seats and a 
microwave; 
His side-kick was an elf in a mini 
skirt, 
She wore a pointed hat and a sequined shirt; 

I heard him shout as he hit the sky, 
"Merry Christmas, y'all,I've got to fly! 
Next Christmas Eve, I'll be ready for more,  
Babe, I'll meet you out on the floor!"  

 

 

 

 

“As long as I have wine....the  
 holidays will be fine!! 

“ Why is a Christmas Tree 
better than a man??  
Because it stays up, has 
cute balls and looks good 
with the lights on!” 
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........The 
morning after 
the Christmas 
party 

         “You only live once, but if you do it right.... 

                          once is enough!”...Mae West 

 

http://www.ascotparkbowls.org.au/


A Politically Correct Christmas Story  
'Twas the night before Christmas and Santa's a wreck...  
How to live in a world that's politically correct?  
His workers no longer would answer to "Elves".  
"Vertically Challenged" they were calling themselves.  
And labour conditions at the North Pole  
were alleged by the union to stifle the soul.  
 
Four reindeer had vanished, without much propriety,  
Released to the wilds by the Humane Society.  
And equal employment had made it quite clear  
That Santa had better not use just reindeer.  
So Dancer and Donner, Comet and Cupid  
Were replaced with 4 pigs, and you know that looked stupid!  
 
The runners had been removed from his sleigh;  
The ruts were termed dangerous by the E.P.A.  
And people had started to call for the cops  
When they heard sled noises on their rooftops.  
Second-hand smoke from his pipe had his workers quite frightened.  
His fur trimmed red suit was called "Unenlightened." 
 
And to show you the strangeness of life's ebbs and flows,  
Rudolf was suing over unauthorised use of his nose  
And had gone on Geraldo, in front of the nation,  
Demanding millions in over-due compensation.  
So, half of the reindeer were gone; and his wife,  
Who suddenly said she'd enough of this life,  
 
Joined a self-help group, packed, and left in a whiz,  
Demanding from now on her title was Ms.  
And as for the gifts, why, he'd never had a notion  
That making a choice could cause so much commotion.  
Nothing of leather, nothing of fur,  
Which meant nothing for him. And nothing for her.  
 
Nothing that might be construed to pollute.  
Nothing to aim, Nothing to shoot.  
Nothing that clamoured or made lots of noise.  
Nothing for just girls, or just for the boys.  
Nothing that claimed to be gender specific.  
Nothing that's warlike or non-pacifistic.  
 
No candy or sweets...they were bad for the tooth.  
Nothing that seemed to embellish a truth.  
And fairy tales, while not yet forbidden,  
Were like Ken and Barbie, better off hidden.  
For they raised the hackles of those psychological  
Who claimed the only good gift was one ecological.  
 

No baseball, no football...someone could get hurt;  
Besides, playing sports exposed kids to dirt.  
Dolls were said to be sexist, and should be passe;  
And Nintendo would rot your entire brain away.  
So Santa just stood there, dishevelled, perplexed;  
He just could not figure out what to do next.  
 
He tried to be merry, tried to be gay,  
But you've got to be careful with that word today.  
His sack was quite empty, limp to the ground;  
Nothing fully acceptable was to be found.  
Something special was needed, a gift that he might  
Give to all without angering the left or the right.  
 
A gift that would satisfy, with no indecision,  
Each group of people, every religion; 

Every ethnicity, every hue,  
Everyone, everywhere...even you.  
So here is that gift, it's price beyond worth...  

May you and your loved ones, enjoy peace on Earth. 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
A blonde goes to the post office to buy stamps for hr 

Christmas cards.  She says to the clerk, “Can I have 
50 Christmas stamps?”  The clerk says, “What 
denomination?”  The blonde says, “God help us...has 
it come to this???!!”  and after thinking a bit she says 
“Give me 22 Catholic, 12 Presbyterian, 10 Lutheran 
and 6 Baptists.”   

 

 

 

  
“Did you hear about the optometrist who fell into a lens 
grinder and  made a spectacle of himself? .....” 

With the Holidays upon us I would like to share a personal experience 
with my friends about drinking and driving. As you may know some of us 
have been known to have brushes with the authorities from time to time 
on the way home after a "social session" out with friends.    Well two 

days ago I was out for an evening with friends and had 
several cocktails followed by some rather nice red wine. 
Feeling jolly I still had the sense to know that I may be 
slightly over the limit. That's when I did something that I've 
never done before - I took a cab home. Sure enough on the 
way home there was a police road block but since it was a 
cab they waved it past. I arrived home safely without 
incident. This was a real surprise as I’ve never driven a cab 
before, I don't know where I got it and now that it's in my 
garage I don't know what to do with it!...... 

MEN’S CHAMPIONSHIP PAIRS -  

Congratulations to Bruce 
Andrews and Ivan 
Thompson  (below) on 
taking out the Men’s Club 
Pairs recently and well 
done to the      Runners-
up: Ron Elton and Colin 
Smith (opposite)....  Now 
who better than Bruce 
himself to comment on 

how the game went: .... 
“After losing the finals last year 
by one shot on the last end, 
Ivan and myself were very 
disappointed.  As with all games 
of bowls, you have to put the 
losses behind you and hope you 
have gained some information 
on how to improve.  We went 
into the Pairs with the 
confidence that we could 

redeem ourselves after the loss in 2015,  provided we concentrated on playing draw 
bowls and not make some of the mistakes from the previous year. Ivan and myself have 
played a lot of bowls together and can quite often pick up the slack when one goes off 
during the game, as usually happens in bowls. It is very hard to play end after end 
without losing concentration and in so doing you can ''go off the boil'' a little at various 
times.  Anyway, I transgress.  Basically we played well enough to make it to the final 
which was against Colin Smith and Ron Elton.  I said to Ivan that this would be a very 
hard game and that we would need to make sure we didn't do any big numbers 
early. As it turned out we got the jump on our opposition and opened a good early lead 
and continued on until we got stuck on 16 shots and couldn't move. Colin  and Ron were 
slowing pegging us back until we finally scored a three. I think this took the pressure off 
a little and  we then continued to play well enough to win by around eight shots.”                
 ...Thankyou Bruce for a good overview of the game... and 
bowlers, there are certainly a few lessons / tips  you can take from 
Bruce’s commentary above i.e.  if you want to compete well you need to 
constantly work on maintaining your confidence, concentration, 
teamwork  and tactics.    
                    “Talent wins games, but teamwork & intelligence 
                                  wins championships.”    ...Michael Jordan 

DYSON & LONG 
Optometrists 
139 Main St. Bairnsdale 
5152 1668 
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A  little bit of ‘Aussie 
Christmas History’ 
.....ca.1797  

Unfortunately for Matthew 
Flinders he was holed up 
working on repairs to his  
vessel  the “Reliance” in 
Port Jackson, when the 
then governor of the day, 
Governor Hunter, agreed to 
provide his friend and 
fellow explorer/navigator, 
naval surgeon, George 
Bass,   with a 28’ whaleboat - built using banksia and cedar -  along with 

6 weeks provisions and 6 volunteers  so that 
he  could  head off south along the coast 

to see if he could find a strait between 
the mainland and Tasmania -  which 
he and Flinders suspected from the 
wave and tide patterns observed on 

a previous voyage.  They  set off on the 3
rd
 

December 1797 from Pt. Jackson, rowing and 
sailing, facing galeforce winds on and off ...and  stopping to seek shelter  
at various places along the NSW south coast..many of which Bass 
named.  On the 17

th
 December the wind finally turned favourable as 

they arrived at Barmouth Creek ...later renamed Pambula. However, 
faced with more gales the men spent Christmas Day exploring the 
lowlands and hills adjacent to the shore.  Rounding Cape Howe and on 
past Mallacoota, it was not until New Year’s Eve that the weather 
calmed enough for them to continue following the shoreline west... 
and that night, as if to welcome the coming year, the explorers 
were treated to one of nature’s spectacles.  Around midnight on 
what was a still, cloudless and clear evening, the brilliance of a full 
moon transformed the beach into a stripe of silver as far as they 
could see...in the morning when first light began to flood the sky, 
there was still no end to the arc of sandy beach;  accordingly, Bass 
named it Long Beach.  In 184l it became commonly known as 
Ninety Mile Beach.    Bass made it to Western Port Bay which he 
named, but had to turn back due to the bad state of his boat - he was 
away for 7 weeks - but still had no positive evidence of a strait. 
(Repeating the same voyage a year later, Bass proved the existence of 
a Strait.)  Had he continued west for little more than 20 nautical miles, 
he would have discovered a huge bay covering 745 square miles - 35 
times larger than Port Jackson - Port Phillip Bay, later discovered by 
John Murray in the ‘Lady Nelson’.  (Source:  Rob Mundle “Flinders, 
the Man Who Mapped Australia”  ) .... and a great read if you enjoy 
history like I do.    ...So on New Year’s Eve spare a thought for George 
Bass and his crew and their amazing efforts reaching  Ninety Mile 
Beach just across from us 219 years ago........ strictly by good 
seamanship  and  certainly without a marine Satnav..!  

Talking about amazing 
men.... we all moan and groan 
about our aches and pains, 
trouble getting down to bowl 
etc.... but what an inspiration 
English bowler Bob Love is 
opposite............. photographed 
practising at the Kelningrove 
Lawn Bowls Centre ahead of his 
Open Triples match  in the Para-
Sport Open Triples ....Bob uses 
his feet to play with after he was 
born without arms, during the 
2014 Commonwealth Games in 
Glasgow.  Go on-line if you’d like 
to read more  about him. 

 

The Wine Taster..... A wine merchant’s regular taster died and the 
manager  started looking around  for a new one to hire.  A drunkard with 
a ragged, dirty look came to apply for the position.  The manager  
wondered how to calm him down and send him away without any 
trouble, so he decided to give the drunkard  a glass of wine to drink.  He 
tried it and said, "It's a Muscat , three Years old, grown on a north slope, 
matured in steel containers".  Low grade but acceptable. "That's 
correct", said the boss.   Another glass....  "It's a cabernet, eight years 
old, a south-western slope, oak barrels, matured at 8 degrees. Requires 
three more years for finest results.."   "Correct."    A third glass...''It's a 
pinot blanc champagne, high grade and ex clusive'' calmly said the 
drunk.  The manager was astonished.   He winked at his secretary to 
suggest something.  She left the room, and came back in with a glass of 
urine.  The alcoholic tried it.  "It's a blonde, 26 years old, three months 
pregnant and if you don't give me the job, I'll name the father..!! "  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Some Funny Facts:  
*  A sloth takes 2 weeks to digest the food he’s eaten ... (good !, I 
hope he’s just eaten before I have him around for Christmas Dinner! 
 
*  If you kept yelling for 8 years, 7 months and 6 days, you would 
produce enough sound energy to heat up a cup of tea....  (now that’s 
handy to know eh?  I don’t think I’ve got 8 years, 7 months and 6 days 
left !  ...I’ll just go to Maccas and get a Free Seniors one!)  
 
*  There are approximately 100,000 hairs on an average human 
head  .....(could have fooled me... we’ve sure got a lot of ‘below 
average’ ones  at the Club then haven’t we ???)  
 
*  At any given moment, about 0.7% of 
the people in the world are drunk..... 
(only 0.7%?! What are the other 99.3% 
slackers doing about it??)  
 
*  It takes an average person 7 
minutes to fall asleep ....  (ha!  that 
makes Jerry well above average.......he’s 
comatose in 1-10 secs. flat! ) 

*  Our ears and our nose never stop 
growing ....(I KNOW - along with 
everything else below them !) 
 
*  In 1994, a man was arrested 
because he was dressed as the Grim 
Reaper  and just stood and stared into 
the windows of a home for the  
elderly. ...   (He’s in for a bit of a shock if he shows up at my place...... 
me in me old nightie’n’ slippers ..... the best shock therapy out! )    
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EGBD STATE PAIRS   

LADIES & MEN:   

Congratulations to our ladies 
making it through some very stiff 
opposition in the initial rounds of 
the State Pairs, resulting in an  
‘All-Paynesville’ final between the 
teams of Marge Nathan & Colleen 
Such vs Jo Martin & Judy Beesley 
on Sunday 18

th
 Dec. at Bairnsdale 

Bowling Club.    

On the same day as the ladies’ 
final,  the Paynesville team of 
Peter Hardy and Wayne Barnes  
also played off  in the Semi-Finals 
of the  Men’s State Pairs. 

The following report  and photos,  
courtesy of Bronwyn and our 
Facebook Site, tell how both 
games went: 

  “Congratulations to Jo Martin 
and Judy Beesley for taking the 
honours in today's EGBD State 
Ladies' Pairs Final. Only 
downside, they defeated fellow 
club members Marge Nathan 
and Colleen Such. Still, one pair 
had to win and either way Paynesville Bowling Club was 
the winner. Well done to both teams, particularly to Jo and 
Judy for a well deserved victory. The men's pairs final was 
also played today but Paynesville duo Peter Hardy and 
Wayne Barnes went down to Lakes Entrance in a fighting 
effort after being headed early in the game.....”     

 
Many thanks to Bronwyn....who is doing a great job getting 
our Website up to scratch with all the latest information 
about the Club, its members and events.   
                ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
**  An American lawyer asked, "Paddy, why is it that whenever 
you ask an Irishman a question, he answers with another 
question?"    "Who told you that?" asked Paddy.  

 
**   Murphy told Quinn that his wife was driving him to drink.  
Quinn thinks he's very lucky because his own wife makes him 
walk.  
 

L  to R:  Colleen Such, Marge Nathan, 
             Jo Martin & Judy Beesley 

Opposite:  Winners -  Jo Martin & Judy Beesley 

Below:  Peter Hardy & Wayne Barnes  

Left:  Peter Hardy, Wayne Barnes & the L/Entrance team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Wicked...it’s a thousand points for getting the star above 
the stable!” 



Thought you’d enjoy this one, from the Stella Awards 2012..... 

* FIRST PLACE *     This year's runaway First Place Stella Award 
winner was: Mrs. Merv Grazinski, of Oklahoma City , Oklahoma , who 
purchased a new 32-foot Winnebago motor home. On her first trip 
home, from a football game, having driven on to the freeway, she set 
the cruise control at 70 mph and calmly left the driver's seat to go to the 
back of the Winnebago to make herself a sandwich. Not surprisingly, the 
motor home left the freeway, crashed and overturned. Also not 
surprisingly, Mrs. Grazinski sued Winnebago for not putting in the 
owner's manual that she couldn't actually leave the driver's seat while 
the cruise control was set. The Oklahoma jury awarded her, are you 
sitting down?       $1,750,000 PLUS a new motor home; Winnebago 
actually changed their manuals as a result of this suit, just in case Mrs. 
Grazinski has any relatives who might also buy a motor home !!.  
                    ---------------------------------------------------------------  

A Warning:  Don’t believe the label ‘flushable’ ....disposable 
wipes clog sewers around the world...  A lot of you will be having 
friends and family ...some with babies... staying with you over 
Christmas.  Please ask them not to flush ANY WIPES or paper towel 
down the toilet irrespective of what it says on the label.  Adults are 
also now using the same wipes once reserved for babies, leading to 
millions of dollars of sewer problems. Unfortunately, the majority of 
wipes on the market don’t biodegrade quickly enough to avoid clogging 
the pipes. Even toilet paper - which is designed to biodegrade - can get 
caught in pipes with imperfections.  The more durable the material is, 
the more likely it is to clog...if you’re flushing paper towels, you’re 
running a bigger risk than with toilet paper. And if you’re flushing wipes 
– even flushable wipes – the chance of a clog goes up....and a 
potentially big plumber’s bill!  So people.... have a separate receptacle 
for these items and bin it!    

 There’s been a nasty bug 
going around which has 
unfortunately hit a few of 
our members....it’s not 
much fun being sick at the 
best of times, but worse 
mid-pennant and at 
Christmas  particularly for 
our ladies  with so much 
work to do.... so best 
wishes to all our ‘sickies’.... 
do get better and rest 
assured we’ll keep a cold 
one for you to enjoy when 
you’re next back on deck 

OK.... Cheers ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

**  JANUARY CLUB EVENTS:    

Members, please check your programme 

books and noticeboards for January events 

coming up & the closing dates ....  

To  all our members about to celebrate 
something special in December or January 
.... I  hope you’re not expecting to  get 
something decent after we’ve spent  all our  
money on Christmas!  Just be prepared for 
a $1 card  and a Scratchy, be a good sport  

and say... “Well the thought was there dear....” (...and not 
what you’d really like to say ....or think !!. I’m right though, my 
birthday was in November!..)     
               ------------------------------------------------------------------ 

The 10 Best and Funniest Uses for Fruitcake: 

1.   Use it to hold up your Christmas tree 
2.   Give it to the cat for a scratching post 
3.   Use as boat anchor 
4.   Use as bricks when building your house - or just your 
 fireplace 
5.   Use it as a seat at a stadium event 
6.   Stand on it when you change a light bulb 
7.   Use it to hold up your car when changing tyres 
8.   Use as defensive weapon - suitable both as a repellent and  
 heavy, blunt instrument 
9.   Replaces free weights when you work out 
10.  Use as book ends - preferably at some library far away from 
 your home 

 
    “What is a webmaster's favourite hymn?......  
            ‘Oh, dot com all ye faithful ‘!” 
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Hope you can join me on this flight. 

The Boarding of Flight 2017 has been announced.....! 
 
Your luggage should only contain the best souvenirs 
 from 2016 
The bad and sad moments should be left in the garbage. 
The duration of the flight will be 12 months. 
The next stop-overs will be : 
Health, Love, Joy, Harmony, Well-being and Peace. 
The Captain offers you the following menu which will be 
served during the flight : 
 A Cocktail of Friendship 
 A Supreme Dose of Good Health 
 A Gratin of Prosperity 
 A Bowl of Excellent News 
 A Salad of Success 
 A Cake of Happiness 
 All accompanied by bursts of laughter 
 
         Wishing You and Yours An enjoyable trip 
                 On board Flight 2017 
May this be a joyous and healthy New Year! 

 

Now, just in case you’ve got nothing to do over Christmas.... I 
thought  as a last ‘hurrah’  I might share a couple of pages from 
a funny colouring in book someone game me for my last 
birthday called .... “Crap Colouring In ...Mindless Art Therapy 
for Modern Life”.... supposedly to make life’s little irritations 
just a bit more bearable by colouring them in.  (I just laugh at the 
pictures!)  I’m sure you’ll relate to both pictures... particularly if  
like me, you always have trouble finding the end of your sticky 
tape wrapping presents and  the other one....when the 
grandkids come and use up all your toilet paper !....  So  have 
fun colouring! 

 

 

 

Cheers everyone!  Have a very Happy 
Christmas &  and an even better New 
Year in 2017 !  Good health & happiness 

Yours in bowling,  
                  ......  Judy 
 
(...& if all else fails, just  
have a cup-of-tea, a ‘Bex’ & 
a good lie down !.....) 
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